ilhat the contract; 'go

Daug]as company.
. But Deputy Defense Sec.
"Roswell Gilpatric decldcd dif- |-
; ferently.

Acting for McNamau, he
awarded thc conlmrt to Bell.

S'I’ENNIS SAYS tlhe Douglas

\ proposal would have been

-cheaper—and that the. Navy
“felt the Douglas proposal was {charges sgainst hini in the

ltechnically supevior, case and cannot be expected

The VPentagon has fur- abandon his position on g

nished no public uplsulaﬁon i V/STOL. g

And Sho.rtf Takeofi Land’mg

-BY JAMES McCARTHEY

"2 Of Our Washington Bureau
WASH]NGTON———A new team of Serate spear-carriers was l
‘ordered into battle Wednesday m the st:lemated war between '

.the Senate and the Pentagon. THE STORY behind the
A public investigation began - new inve:tigation goes back to !,
into the awarding of an $18.- Jast year when two alrcraft |
000,000 c o n- ;oompamb the Douglas Alr- !
tract for te-lerafy Co, of Santa Monica.
search on what [Calif., ar ! the Bell Aerospace '
is known ‘as {Corp., of Buffalo, New York, :
the V/STOL. ibegan competing for the
The initials ,\'/ STOL contract,
stand for. a;
r e volutionary g
kind of air-{

the hearings,

“There can be little quzs
but that Defense Department
witnesses will defend the d
sion on technical grounds.

Secretary McNamarz never
conceded the sccuracy o

o p——

1t was = research and

development contract, basi:

. | cally, to find out whether ai

cra f !—Off,l‘: aircraft with a revolutionars
Zlaaln:nad ‘S,;:;; i design i« practical.

. BEN. STENNIS

Take-off and Landmg alrcraft,
That means a plane that will
take off straight up.

The new battle is being billed i
in the Senate, st least, as “an
-other TFX case” on a much
-emaller scale — but the Penta-
‘gon sees no similarity.

n

b

cwould look zomething like a:

i drulm by

The design being tested ir’
for an oid-Jooking plane that:

conventicaal cargo pl.me but
uould have a large wing near |
the norn:al location for t‘nc,
plane's tail. '
Four enclosed propcllcn, ‘
turbines, would be

THE INVESI‘[(‘:A]‘[Q\; iy -amountcd on the wing so that: /-
in the hands'of the Senate pro- L&hc‘v could be adjusted to point’
paredness ‘subcomimittes, head : iR one direction to make the
&d by Sen. John Stcnmq D iplane tak= off vertically, )
“Miss.). According to Stennis, the

It is another chdﬂtsngq Navy, which has been inchurge .

from the Senste to the au. (‘t e progan., recomemnded
thority of I)efense Sec./Ro

.ert McNamara ‘to m:nmge'
the Pentagon.

This has been a hasic factor
in the much-publicized. TEX {7
investigation conducted by the |
Senate permanent investigations

subcommittee.
-
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